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'MONTANA COMMITTEE FOR HUMANITIES'
RECEIVES $275,000 NEH AWARD
MISSOULA-The Montana Committee for the Humanities (MCH), which has home offices at the
University of Montana in Missoula, has received a grant of $275,000 from the National
Endowment for the Humanities <NEH) for continuation of the MCH program entitled "Political
Power in Montana ."
This year's award is an increase of $120,000 compared with the original NEH award of
$155,000 to the MCH for the first year of the program in 1972-73.
UM President Robert T. Pantzer, who is MCH chairman, said the MCH funded a total of
38 projects throughout the state during 1972-73, which was considered an experimental
year for the program.
"AI I of last year's projects involved dialogue between academic humanists and the
general public on important pub I ic pol icy issues within the context of the program's
poI it i ca 1-power theme," Pantzer said.
"We are extremely pleased that many different groups with interests ranging from
economics to rei igious concerns, and from such communities as Kalispell, Great Falls,
Sidney, Bi I I ings, Bozeman and Hamilton, have received grants from the MCH to conduct
pane I discuss ions and other programs,". Pantzer emphasized.
In a letter to RobertJ. Kingston, Washington,

Q.

~.,

deputy chairman of the NEH,

concerning the $275,000 award from the NEH, Pantzer said: "We are pleased that the
National Endowment for the Humanities has continued to support our Program in the State
of Montana. The prime reason for this pleasure is that we are of the opinion that the
State-Based Program in our State has been very meaningful during its first year's
activity. We are confident that the grant for the second year wil I be even more
significant in the welfare of our people in the State of Montana. We appreciate greatly
the continued confidence shown by the Endowment in making the grant to the Montana
Committee."
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Bruce R. Sievers, MCH director, said:

"The new grant should enable us to meet even

better the basic aim of the state program, which is to stimulate humanistically informed
dialogue in communities throughout the state on vital pub I ic issues such as education,
the environment, Indian-non-Indian relationships, women's status and other political and
ethical issues facing our society.

We hope to continue to see a rise in applications for

MCH grants from groups in various communities for these public discussion programs."
Sievers said any nonprofit group may apply to the MCH at the University in Missoula
for grants to conduct the programs, provided the programs meet three basic requirements:
--They must deal with a public policy issue.
--Each program must relate to the MCH theme, "Political Pov1er in Montana."
--The programs must

su~stantial

ly involve col lege and university faculty members in

the humanities.
Besides Pantzer, other MCH members are David Drum, Bi I I ings, a businessman; Flora
'tli I lett, Bi II ings, an English professor at Eastern Montana College; Dr. Pierce Mullen,
Bozeman, head of the Department of History, Government and Philosophy at Montana State
University; Dr. Roy E. Huffman, Bozeman, vice president tor research at MSU; State
Librarian Alma Jacobs, Helena; Hal Stearns, Helena, former owner and editor of the
Harlowton Times, who is now executive director of the Montana Bicentennial Commission;
Earl J. Barlow, Browning, superintendent of schools; Dr. Joseph T. Ward, Helena, an
English professor at Carrol I Col lege; Rep. Bradley Parrish, Lewistown, an attorney; Dr.
John E. Van de Wetering, Missoula, chairman of the UM Department of History; Wi I I iam
MacKay, Roscoe, a rancher; Margaret Warden, Great Fa I Is, who is affi I iated with the
Montana State Library Commission, and Louise Cross, Glendive, a member of the American
Association of University Women.
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